
 

 

  The Lawrence Valley Scottish Rite held a 
nicely done reunion class on October 11th 
and 14th honoring the late Phil McCracken 
330 of Ottawa.  Companion Phil was a very 
active ritualist and a regular attendee in Law-
rence Valley.  He was a pleasure to know. 
Whether it was the values he was taught as a 
child or the lessons he learned as a Mason, 
Brother Phil was always the picture of a per-
fect gentleman. 

   Our new Scottish 
Rite 32nd degree 
Masons in the 
Lawrence Valley 
are David McKin-
ney Derek Oien, 
and Larry Collins. 

P H I L  M c  C R A C K E N  S T A T E D  
M E E T I N G S  

¶ Lawrence Number 6   
ñ - Second Mondays 

¶ Acacia Number 9   2nd 
Thursdays 

¶ York Rite ñ  First & 
Third Tuesdays 

¶ White Shrine ñ  3rd 
Friday 

¶ Scottish Rite ñ  First 
Wednesdays 

¶ Rainbow Girls ñ  1st  
and 3rd Mondays 

¶ S.O.O.B. ñ  3rd Tues-
days 

Most organizations except 
No. 6 & No. 9 go dark in July 
and August. 
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By Henry L. Johns, P.M. 
 

Presented on the occasion of the 
lodgeõs 1 5 0 th anniversary celebra-
tion as the Lawrence Masonic Cen-
ter, 1601 W. 23rd Street, Lawrence, 

Kansas July 15, 2006  

 
   Our Lodge has had many distin-
guished and well known members 
over the years.  Brother Charles Rob-
inson, a member of Number Six 
served as the first Governor of Kan-
sas in 1861. Brother Walter R. 
Stubbs, became Governor of Kansas 
in 1909. 
   The membership of the Lodge did 
not change much in the early days.  
Until, on October 16, 1867, Valley 
Lodge No. 30, located in north Law-
rence, consolidated with No. 6.  This 
gave No. 6 an infusion of members 
that sparked a growth trend that 
continued for some years. 
   In 1911, the Masonic bodies of 
Lawrence occupied the building at 
1001 Massachusetts Street.  This 
was an enormous project and some 
people felt the Masons would never 
be able to pay for the building.  They 
did.  That much beloved structure 
was abandoned for a more accessi-
ble meeting place in 2005 after 
some 95 years of Masonry in one 
location.  The members assembled 

here today knew no earlier loca-
tion.  But in its history, Lawrence 
Lodge No. 6 has occupied no 
fewer than six meeting places 
during its long life.  
   Two of our Brothers have 
served as Grand Master of Kan-
sas.  M:.W:. William Burdick was 
admitted to No. 6 in 1899 and 
served as Grand Master in 
1905.  He was Dean of the KU 
Law School.  M:.W:. George Fos-
ter became a member of No. 6 
in 1905 and served as Grand 
Master in 1933.  He had an 
amazing tenure as Registrar for 
KU from 1897 until his death in 
1942. 
   Two Brothers have served us in 
Washington as Congressmen.  
Brother Dudley C. Haskell was 
instrumental in locating Haskell 
Indian Nations University [named 
in his honor] in Lawrence.  
Brother Alexander C. Mitchell 
was known to his friends as a 
broad-minded, good-natured 
man, thoughtfully considerate of 
others, though in no sense weak 
in the presence of the obligation 
of duty.  People who knew him 
believed in him, because they 
always found him square in his 
public relations and frank and 
straightforward in his private 
dealings.  Broad was his educa-
tion, though largely self-
acquired.  He graduated in 1889 
from the University of Kansas 
law school.   
   Two of our Brothers became 
famous for sports.  Brother 

James Naismith, M.D. was the 
inventor of the sport of basket-
ball and the first to introduce 
the use of a helmet in Ameri-
can football.  He moved to 
Lawrence, in 1898, becoming 
a professor at Kansas Univer-
sity, and the schoolõs first bas-
ketball coach.  He married 
Maude Sherman in 1894 and 
they had five children.  Nais-
mith joined Lawrence Lodge 
No. 6 in 1922.  According to 
an account published in the 
Centennial History of Lodge 
N um ber S ix, òhis greatest joy 
w as òm eeting on the level.ó  
He became a naturalized 
American citizen on May 4, 
1925 and served as Master of 
the Lodge in 1927.  At the 
1936 Summer Olympics in 
Berlin Naismith handed out 
the basketball medals to three 
North American teams; United 
States for the Gold Medal, 
Canada for the Silver Medal, 
and Mexico for their Bronze. 
   B rother Forrest òP hogó Allen, 
D.O. is know  as the òFather of 
B asketball C oaching.ó  H e at-
tended the University of Kan-
sas in 1904, where he lettered 
three years in basketball un-
der Jam es N aism ithõs coach-
ing.  He returned to KU in 
1919 and soon replaced Wil-
liam  O õH am ilton as basketball 
head coach. He became a 
member of Number Six in 
1921.  Allen was a legend in 
the field of treatment of ath-
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eign Grand Inspector General 
of the Orient of Kansas.  As 
SGIG, Illustrious Gill has ap-
pointed his Personal Repre-
sentative and Assistant Per-
sonal Representative within 
the Lawrence Valley.  Jon 
Woodward, is our Personal 
Representative for the SGIG.  
Companion Jon Woodward, 
330, succeeded John Wolf, 
330  deceased.  Our Assistant 
SGIG Personal Representa-
tive is Danny Keller, 330.  
   The four local Scottish Rite 

bodies in Lawrence are 
the Lodge of Perfection, 
the Chapter of Rose 
Croix, the Council of  
Kadosh, and the Consis-
tory.  The stated meet-
ings and nearly all other 
meetings  are conducted 
by the Lodge of Perfec-
tion.  This is a carry-over 
from a century ago when 
a significant number of 
Scottish Rite Masons 
stopped after acquiring 

the 14th degree at the conclusion of the Lodge of Perfec-
tion portion of the reunion.  It is to be noted that the dues 
for each body required a far greater portion of the average 
m anõs incom e than they do today.  C urrently in the Law -
rence Valley  all members belong to all four subordinate 
bodies.                      
   The Venerable Master of our Lodge of Perfection is 

elected annually by 
the local members.  
Tom Day, 320, is our 
current 2006 leader.  
It is anticipated that 
Gary Beasley, 320 
KCCH, will be elected 
to head us in 2007.   

òK C C H ó is an h on-
orary designation, 

but that is a story for a later time.     JHD 
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letic injuries.  H e w ould rem ain K U õs head coach until 1 9 5 6 .  
In 39 seasons at KU, Coach Allen won an amazing 590 
games, leading Kansas to the 1952 NCAA national champi-
onship.  He coached the US team in the 1952 Summer 
Olympics leading the United States to the gold medal in Hel-
sinki, Finland. 
   Many other good men have filled the roster of the Lodge 
over the years.  Quietly doing what Masons do.  Good citi-
zens, good friends and good examples in the Lodge and 
community.  Among them I had the privilege of knowing: H. 
Herbert Tuller, Marion Smith, Herbert L. Jones, and George 
W. Mole.  All of them once sat in our lodge room.  They sat in 
the same officers chairs we use here today.  All good men 
and Masons.  There are many I have not mentioned, some 
are in this room today. Men who give of themselves unsel-
fishly, without thought or concern, to help others. 
   It is not the bricks and m ortar that m akes a M asonsõ 
Lodge.  It is the members.  All quietly going about their lives 
doing what Masons do.  Doing their parts to improve the 
community, assist the needy, lend a hand to a friend or just 
step up when needed. 
   That is what Masons do and that is who we are.            HLJ 
 

   Scottish Rite leadership can be a bit confusing to the non-
member.  There are two national organizations [one of which 
is really international], a state level body, and  four bodies at 
the local level.   Our uppermost level is the Supreme Coun-
cil, Thirty-third Degree, for the Southern Jurisdiction of the 
United States of America, Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry.  This Supreme Council also extends to 
many foreign countries despite the name implying a limita-
tion to the United States.  There is also a Northern Jurisdic-

tion which are mostly the states 
which remained in the Union 
during our Civil War.  The two top 
jurisdictions exist in full coopera-
tion, covering different geo-
graphical areas. 
   The state level groups are 
known as orients.  The  Orient of 
Kansas belongs within the 
Southern Jurisdiction.  Our state 
leader, Illustrious Hugh W. Gill III, 
330, elected by the Supreme 

Council, is known as the Sover-

Scottish Rite  Leadership 

Hugh Gill, 330 

Jon Woodward, 330 

Danny Keller, 330 

Tom Day, 320 Gary Beasley 


