
 

 

  Highly respected Brother John Austin 

Golden has resigned as Secretary of Law-

rence Lodge Number Six after only twenty-

five years of service.  It seems that being 

Secretary to that group is not a Masonic 

job but is rather a Masonic career.  W:. 

Brother Goldenõs predecessor,  W:. George 

Mole, held the office for thirty years.  Two 

capable and dedicated men anchored the 

office for over a half-century.   

   I would hate to even start a mathematical 

estimation of the total hours that Brother 

John gave in service at that post.  Whatever 

my calculation, it would fall short of the 

actual mark.  He is among the first to vol-

unteer for any special 

project the Lodge may 

undertake.  He is a major 

cook for the meals served 

to the lodge.  Ask him 

about his famous bread 

pudding recipe.   

   Bro:. Johnõs services 

extend to several other 

Masonic organizations, 

especially the Scottish 

Rite Lawrence Valley.  He 

long ago served in essen-

tially all the officer posts 

of both the Scottish Rite 

and Lawrence No. 6.  He 

is a 33rd degree Mason 

and long time Almoner of 

the Lawrence Valley.  He 

is Past Sovereign of the Topeka conclave of 

the Red Cross of Constantine.    

 John Goldenõs activities extend beyond 

Masonry into the community.  He is a 

leader in his Presbyterian church and has 

also been known to cook quite a few meals 

for them.  Perhaps Johnõs favorite charita-
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ble activity is in building houses for Habi-

tat For Humanity.  Prior to his hip fracture 

nearly three years ago, he was working 

more than 20 hours per week at Habitat.  

He now puts in fewer hours, but still 

swings a mean hammer several days per 

week. 

   John is very fortunate to have Jane 

Golden as a life-mate as she is supportive 

of his Masonry and charitable activities. 

   John does not like to talk about his age 

lest someone think that he is trying to use 

it as an excuse.  But, I happen to know 

that he is ninety years old.  Several times I 

have humorously stated that when I grow 

up [I am 73 years 

old and still work-

ing on growing up] 

I want to be like 

John Golden. 

  The good news is 

that Lodge No. 6 

has elected a new 

Secretary who 

shares his prede-

cessorõs  love of 

and dedication to 

Masonry.   Wor-

shipful Gary W. 

Beasley will add 

the secretarial 

duties to his al-

ready cadre ser-

vice to Lodge No. 

6.  Bro: Gary, though of typical retirement 

age, remains very active in the family busi-

nesses he established: independent insur-

ance agency and prescription drug phar-

macy.  He is very active in both  the White 

Shrine and Scottish Rite organizations in 

Lawrence.                      J. Howard Duncan  

WORSHIPFUL JOHN GOLDEN HANGS UP QUILL  

Secretaries 
Beasley and Golden 



 

 

Red Rainbow Girls 
   By Amanda Woodward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P a g e  2  T h e  S c o t N e w s  

CONSISTORY 

Master Kadosh Ralph Gelvin, Prior Walter Johnston, Pre-

ceptor Thomas Breyley, Chancellor Richard Sparks, Mas-

ter of Ceremonies Robert Case, Prelate Shane Merrifield, 

Expert David McKinney, and Assistant Expert  Mathew 

Savings. 

 

GENERAL OFFICERS 

   The tylers or sentinels for all four Scottish Rite Bodies 

are Perfect Elus Gary W. Beasley, Danny Keller, and E. 

òMackó Griffiths. 

   Elected to the Board of Trustees were Thomas Day and 

Michael Ash for a 3-year term, Robert Mann and Thomas 

Reams for a 2-year term, and Gary Beasley and Ralph 

Gelvin for a 1-year term.  Ex-Officio members on the Board 

of Trustees are Jon M. Woodward, Personal Representa-

tive of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Danny Kel-

ler, Assistant Personal Representative, and James Eggen-

berger, Executive Secretary. 

  LODGE OF PERFECTION 

V. Master J. Howard Duncan, Sr. Warden Walter Johnston, 

Jr. Warden Robert Mann, Orator Derek Oien, Prelate John 

Santa Cruz, Master of Ceremonies Thomas Reams, Expert 

David McKinney, Assistant Expert Brandon Smyth, and 

Captain of the Host Richard Sparks. 

 

CHAPTER OF ROSE CROIX 

W. Master Brian K. Menees, Sr. Warden John G. Santa 

Cruz, Jr. Warden Willis M. McCorkill, Orator Gary W. 

Beasley, Prelate Tyler Emery, Expert Brandon Smyth, As-

sistant Expert Shane Merrifield. And Guardian Tim Osburn. 

 

COUNCIL OF KNIGHT KADOSH 

Commander Thomas F. Breyley, First Lt. E. òMackó Grif-

fiths, Second Lt. Ralph Reed, Chancellor Willis M. 

McCorkill, Master of Ceremonies Thomas A. Day, First 

Deacon Larry Collins, Second Deacon Charles [Duke] Nee-

land, and Bearer Beauceant  Harlin Redding. 

2008 Scottish Rite Officers 

   Habitat for Humanity has the mission of providing 

comfortable affordable housing for low income fami-

lies to own.   The Lawrence Chapter of this civic or-

ganization founded in 1989 by Reverend John Gin-

gerich and Reverend Duland has to date completed 

69 homes in the City of Lawrence. 

   Financing of the houses is through do-

nations and grants.  Volunteers have fur-

nished most of the labor to do the actual 

construction.  Site preparation, mechani-

cal and electrical aspects are code work and must be 

performed by professional construction workers.  

Some of the local construction companies and busi-

nesses donate time and materials. 

   Some volunteers come from churches, civic clubs, 

high school and college students, professional peo-

ple, and womenõs organizations, but most of the actual con-

struction work is performed by retired people or people on 

community service.  The people that work on Saturday are 

those who have the day off from their regular jobs.   

   Some of the homes are scattered and some are located in 

two project groups.  The Atherton Court 

project near 17th and Harper streets was 

completed four years ago with twelve 

dwellings.   The Comfort Acres project near 

8th and Walnut streets in North Lawrence 

has eight completed and occupied homes.  Construction of 

the ninth home was started in late December and occupancy 

is scheduled for mid-March.  Comfort Acres was named in 

honor of retired Marine Corps General Clay Comfort who has 

been a driving force in the Lawrence projects.  General Com-

(Continued on page 6) 

Habitat for Humanity 
By John Golden 



 

 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  3 ,  I s s u e  1  

   Nine Scottish Rite Members ( Jon 

Woodward 33º, Gary Beasley 32º 

KCCH, Ralph Gelvin 32º KCCH, Eugene 

Curl 32º KCCH, Jim Eggenberger 32º, 

Robert Mann 32º , Richard Sparks 32º, 

David McKinney 32º, and Shane Merri-

field 32º went to Guthrie, Oklahoma on 

November 2nd, 3rd, and 4th to observe 

their Fall Reunion. Thanks to Jon 

Woodward 33º and Gary Beasley 32º 

KCCH for driving us down in their vans. 

The lodging was adequate and the 

food was good. The degree work was 

done as if you were watching a stage 

production. The stage, sound and light-

ing crew did an outstanding job. The 

Oklahoma members were gracious 

and friendly and thanked us for com-

ing. They will have their Spring Reun-

ion the first weekend of April 2008, 

where they will do all the degrees. 

Hopefully we will have a group that will 

want to go. 

 

Guthrie, Oklahoma trip   
By James Eggenberger, Lawrence Scottish Rite Secretary 

In the above picture from left to right are Robert Mann, David McKin-

ney, Shane Merrifield, and Richard Sparks. 

In the smaller picture above left are Gary Beasley, Robert Mann, and 

Gene Curl.. 


