
 

 

  The Lawrence Valley Scottish Rite goes 

dark for the Summer with no stated meet-

ings on the first Wednesdays in July and 

August.  In place of the regular meetings 

we have scheduled some family nights with 

great picnics at the Masonic Center.   This 

is an opportunity to have fun with your fam-

ily and friends.  Prospective members are 

especially invited. 

     The July picnic will be Wednesday July 

2nd at 6 p.m. as a pot-luck style where 

people bring the food dishes from home.  It 

is suggested that the type of dish be deter-

mined by your last name.  People with a 

last name starting with A through E should 

bring a meat dish. The J through Q families 

should consider a vegetable or  salad dish.  

And we look for some great desserts from 

the R through Z people.  Drinks, bread, and 

table service  will be by the Valley.  
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Lawrence Number 6   ñ

- Second Mondays 

Acacia Number 9   2nd 

Thursdays 

York Rite ñ First & Third 

Tuesdays 

White Shrine ñ 3rd 

Friday 

Scottish Rite ñ First 

Wednesdays 

Rainbow Girls ñ 1st  

and 3rd Mondays 

S.O.O.B. ñ 3rd Tues-

days 

Most organizations except No. 

6 , No. 9, and Rainbow Girls go 

dark in July and August. 
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   The July 2nd gathering will have an in-

teresting program.  We will have Reverend 

Maria Campbell, Pastor of Central Meth-

odist Church, as a guest speaker.  She will 

show slides and tell us of her recent trip 

to The Holy Land.  She is a dynamic 

speaker and everyone will enjoy learning 

of her experiences while on tour.  The 

story of her journey takes nearly an hour.  

Her trip to The Holy Land was sponsored 

by the Knights Templar of Kansas.  This 

pilgrimage is an annual event sponsored 

by the Templars and open to active clergy 

of whatever denomination.   

   The August 6th Wednesday dinner will 

be a pot-luck event also, but with an inter-

esting twist.  The Valley will provide steaks 

for everyone.  Last yearõs flat-iron steaks 

were fabulous.  Starting time is again 6 

p.m. at the Masonic Center. 

By Jim Eggenberger, John Golden, & Howard Duncan  

HISTORY CAN BE INTRIGUING  
 

   History can be intriguing when little 

known facts and incidents are pursued.  If 

you are a person who finds this so, there is 

a very rich mother-lode awaiting you in the 

history of the first ten years of Kansas Ma-

sonry.  The Kansas Territorial period  was  

turbulent for Masonry also as the leader-

ship shifted from pro-slavery to free-state.  

If you can read between the lines, a good 

place to start is History of Kansas Ma-

sonry , 1974, by Past Grand Master Ben W. 

Graybill. 

   A unusual and unexplained occurrence 

developed in 1859 when George H. Fair 

 

child of Atchison was elected Grand Mas-

ter upon his first appearance in Grand 

Lodge with brand-new membership in St. 

Johns Lodge No. 26 of Atchison which 

also was just chartered at the same ses-

sion.   Washington Lodge No. 5 already 

existed in Atchison with Jacob Saqui as 

the Master. 

   M:.W:. Fairchild was to preside over the 

1861 Annual Communication at Topeka 

but failed to make an appearance.  

M:.W:. Richard Rees, as the only Past 

Grand Master, presided over the session. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Start of Albert Pikeôs 
Lecture on Masonic Symbolism 

 

   òThe superiority of Freemasonry to every other order and association, consists in its symbols, chiefly. As a benevolent 

society, or one for mutual assistance and relief, it is no more than the equal of several others, and is perhaps the infe-

rior of some. In its monitorial lessons and ritualism, it teaches nothing of science, nothing in any department of human 

knowledge, nothing not universally taught, of religious of philosophical truth.  It teaches nothing of morality that was not 

taught by Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Cicero, Seneca, Confucius, Buddha, the Hebrew Rabbis, and those who first 

preached the Christian doctrine.  It has no secret knowledge of any kind.  There was, in the ancient initiations, some-

thing like the modern spiritualism, but there is nothing of this or of magic in Freemasony. 

   It does, in some respects, bind its members more closely together than other orders bind theirs; but its initiates have 

so immensely multiplied that little of this superiority remains to it, and what little is left daily diminishes.  From a Mason, 

merely as Mason, a Mason now feels that he has little reason to expect anything.   

   But in time of war, here and in France, Masonic obligations have almost universally been regarded and remembered; 

which was not the case with those of any other society or association.  In the every-day life of peace, the obligations are 

continually disregarded. 

   It is of greater antiquity than other orders and associations;  but it is not so old as to give it the superiority once sup-

posed; for it is now certain that there were no Degrees in Masonry two hundred years ago; and that the Masterõs Degree 

is not more than one hundred and sixty years of age. 

   But those who framed its Degrees adopted the most sacred and significantly symbols of a very remote antiquity, used, 

many centuries before the Temple of the King, Solomon, was built, to express to those who understood them, while con-

cealing from the profane, the most recondite and mysterious doctrines in regard to God, the universe and man.  And 

those who framed the Degrees and adopted these symbols, used them as expressions of the same sacred and holy 

doctrine, and interpreted them quite otherwise than they are now interpreted in our Lodges.  

   I have, at least, arrived at this conviction after patient study and reflection during many years. I entertain no doubt, 

and am ready to give the reasons for my faith, that the principal symbols of Freemasonry, all that are really ancient, con-

cur to reach the fundamental principles of a great and wide-spread religious philosophy; and hieroglyphically express 

certain profound ideas, as to the existence, manifestations, and action of the Deity, the harmony of the Universe, the 

Creative Word and Divine Wisdom, and the unity of the divine and human, the spiritual, intellectual and material, in man 

and nature that have re-appeared in all religions, and have been expounded by great schools of philosophy in all the 

agesó. 

 

EDITORõS NOTES:  Albert Pike was clearly a genius with a vast vocabulary and an extremely elegant writing style.  If the 

above introduction intrigues you, you may obtain the nearly two-hundred page book òAlbert Pikeõs Lecture on Masonic 

Symbolismó from the Scottish Rite Research Society, 1733 Sixteenth Street N.W., Washington, D.C.20009-3103. It was 

transcribed and annotated by the Illustrious Rex Hutchens, Grand Master of Masons in Arizona.  The Lawrence Scottish 

Rite Secretary may be able to help you short-term borrow a copy. 

   Albert Pike was born in Boston in December 1809.  When only 15 years old he completed two years of study at Har-

vard in only one year, advancing himself to junior class status.  At that point he got at loggerheads with the school offi-

cials who were demanding that he pay tuition for the year skipped.  Dropping out of school he went West to Santa Fe, 

New Mexico where he spent about a year before deciding to go to New Orleans.  After 700 miles of travel in which he 

lost both his horse and his way, he ended up in Little Rock, Arkansas, about 650 miles North of his New Orleans target.  

In Little Rock he settled in as a teacher and reporter for the Little Rock Advocate, which he later owned.  He read to 

teach himself law, practiced law in Arkansas, and in 1849 was admitted to the bar of the U.S. Supreme Court at the 

same time as Abraham Lincoln.   He became a Mason in 1850 and within a decade of rocketing ascent was Grand 

Commander of the Scottish Rite.  J.H.D. 
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   The Beauceant ladies continue to 

meet on the third Tuesday of each 

month except for July and August.  We 

are few in number, but enjoy sharing 

the times together. 

   In April, three Beauceant Sisters, 

Mrs. James Burnett (Peggy), Mrs. 

James Eggenberger (Lucille) and Mrs. 

Ralph Gelvin (Donna) went to the  

home of Mrs. James Underwood 

(Jeannie) to present her with a fifty 

year membership pin.  In the incorpo-

rated photograph of that event, Mrs. 

Underwood is seated in the foreground 

with Mrs. Burnett, Gelvin, and Eggen-

berger [left to right] standing behind 

h e r .  

M r s . 

U n d e r -

w o o d 

was initi-

ated into 

SOOB on 

April 29, 

1 9 5 8 .  

What a 

pleasure 

it was for 

us to 

have this 

opportu-

nity, and 

to also meet and visit with her family 

members:  husband, daughter, and 

mother.  She was a very active mem-

ber and received recognition for her 

many services and activities to the 

Assembly through the years. 

   She had several very historical pa-

pers of activities of the Assembly, and 

had written a history about its early 

beginnings.  The Lawrence Assembly 

   Tess Murray, a Lawrence Free-State 

High School student, won the essay 

contest sponsored by Lawrence Lodge 

No. 6.  Her paper was reviewed by the 

local lodgeõs public schools committee 

which judged her composition to be 

the best one written.  They forwarded 

her essay to the Grand Lodge Public 

Schools Com-

mittee where it 

was awarded 

with Honorable 

Mention status.  

With this recog-

nition she re-

ceived a certifi-

cate which will 

allow her to be reimbursed for $500 

expenses from enrolling at a Kansas 

college. 

   On the evening of May 12th, Tess 

Murray and her parents were the 

guests of Lawrence Lodge No. 6 at a 

dinner where she was recognized for 

her work.  W:. Brother Robert Case 

presented her with a certificate and 

explained the requirements in order to 

claim the $500 check from Grand 

Lodge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     ALBERT PIKE, 330 , 1809ñ1891 

 

Social Order of the Beauceant  
Assembly #25   ì-   Lawrence, Kansas  

By Mrs. Ralph Gelvin, (Donna)  

was constituted in April 1922 by the 

Second Worthy Supreme President, 

assisted by several of her Supreme 

officers.  Through the years, the Law-

rence Beauceant was very active help-

ing the Sir Knights and Community, 

plus they had many social activities.  

One community project noted was they 

gave $3.26 to aid a family get cloth to 

make garments for the children to 

wear to school!  Socially, they had 

many parties, covered dish dinners 

and one picnic in 1957 of note at the 

home of Mrs. Charles Daniels who in-

vited the Beauceant Sisters and their 

Sir Knights, and where the Beauceant 

Sisters pro-

vided and 

fried 18 

c h i c k e n s !    

Home made 

ice cream 

was pro-

vided by 

a n o t h e r 

family,  75 

people at-

tended this 

gala affair.  

   T h e s e 

h i s t o r i c a l 

notes were 

the topic of discussion at our May 

meeting, plus another letter written by 

Mrs. Holliday, a Lawrence delegate to 

the Supreme Assembly 1927 session 

in Denver. She travelled by train in 

Pullman cars.  What a trip it was, and 

one which created quite an interesting 

historical paper. 

   May everyone have a nice Summer 

and enjoy each day. 

LAWRENCE  LASS 

WINNING ESSAYIST 
By John Golden 



 

 

Whatõs So Special About The Scottish Rite 

To Interest A Master Mason In Joining ? 
By J. Howard Duncan 

   If a Blue Lodge Mason were to ask 

you what is special about the Scottish 

Rite, how would you reply?   Obviously 

the similarities which Scottish Rite 

shares with the other organizations in 

the Masonic family greatly overshadow 

the distinctive differences.  Every one 

of our fraternal groups strive to pro-

mote behavioral conditioning which 

strengthens both society in general 

and its important building 

block of family, church, com-

munity, and nation.  Scottish 

Rite is no different. 

   It takes a focusing on the 

details to see what is unique 

about Scottish Rite.  It is my 

experience that Scottish Rite 

has a peculiarly strong emphasis on 

individual freedoms and a personõs 

relationship with government.  Indi-

viduals are encouraged by the Scottish 

Rite to demand the basic protections 

of equal and fair treatment, meaning-

ful representation, freedom of religion, 

liberty in private actions which do not 

negatively affect others or society, rec-

ognition of legal property ownership, 

taxation based on ability to pay, assur-

ance of survival necessities for the 

destitute, and just rewards for efforts.   

If this strikes you as the essence of the 

ideals and beliefs embodied in the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights of the 

United States of America, you came to 

the same conclusion that I did. 

   Scottish Rite ritual clearly states that 

freedom of action and conscience is 

what all enlightened men should de-

mand as their right.  It warns that un-

der despotism, free speech and opin-

ion are proscribed and conscience 

annihilated.  The potential dangers of 

bad government are well explained 

and the individual is urged to eradicate 

the false ideas of government through 

education and forming independence 

of character, thought, and action.  It is 

clear to me that the principles of this 

fraternal ritual were well understood 

by the founding fathers of our nation.  

The key identifying characteristic of 

the Scottish Rite of Freema-

sonry is its role as the cham-

pion of individual freedoms. 

   Scottish Rite sits squarely 

in the mainstream of Ma-

sonry.  After the Blue Lodge 

or basic third degree Ma-

sonry, the Scottish Rite is the 

largest Masonic menõs organization. All 

Blue Lodge Masons have the opportu-

nity to learn its morality lessons within 

beautiful rituals by becoming a 320 

Mason.  It provides fellowship and 

brotherly contact over a broader geo-

graphical area than the basic Blue 

Lodge.  The  Master Mason who loves 

the social concepts to which he is be-

ing exposed but has difficulty doing 

ritual memorization will be pleased to 

learn that the Scottish Rite makes no 

such mental demands of him.  Such a 

person should let an active Scottish 

Rite Mason know of his interest.  Your 

Blue Lodge has Scottish Rite mem-

bers, just ask.  Master Masons are 

most welcome to avail themselves of 

the opportunity to grow and mature 

under the sheltering wings of the Dou-

ble-Headed Eagle. 

Note:  This is a rewrite of my article 

which appeared in the July 2001 issue 

of the S.J. Scottish Rite Journal.  

A beautifully phrased letter from St. 

Johnõs Lodge No. 26 stated that they 

were surrendering their charter and 

requested that demits be issued to 

their thirteen members who were 

listed by name.  George H. Fairchildõs 

name was the first on the list.   

   Jacob Saqui was elected as Grand 

Master to fill the position vacated by 

the demitting of M:.W:. Fairchild.  It is 

interesting to note that Brother Fair-

child did not directly demit himself but 

was demitted through the action of the 

other twelve members of the very 

short-lived St. Johnõs Lodge No. 26.  

   There may or may not be relevance 

in the fact that Brother Fairchildõs origi-

nal lodge in Bridgeport, Connecticut 

was St. Johnõs Lodge No. 3.   He had 

moved to Atchison in 1858 and was a 

successful banker.  

   In a letter to the 1861 Communica-

tion of the Kansas Grand Lodge, M:. 

W:. Fairchild explained his absence by 

noting that he had gone East on busi-

ness that could not be postponed and 

had been called on to lend time in de-

fense of his country. 

   Was there a power struggle or per-

sonality conflict between Brothers Fair-

child and Saqui?  One conjecture 

might be that they represented differ-

ent sides in the great national conflict 

which was raging.  Bro:. Fairchild was 

from Connecticut, but I do not know to 

which country [USA or CSA] he referred 

when he said he had to lend time in its 

defense.  Brother Saqui was born in 

England and came to Atchison in 1855 

by way of Washington, D.C.  He was a 

very successful clothing merchant.  In 

1859 he was appointed by M:.W:. 

Richard Rees to be the Master of 

Washington Lodge [under dispensa-

tion] in Atchison.  M:.W:. Rees was a 

Southern partisan.  But in September 

1863 M:.W:. Saqui was a First Lieuten-

ant in the Kansas Militia [Union].   JHD 

(Continued from page 1)         HISTORY 
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He also invited me to join the Lodge of 

Research. I look forward to a long and 

fruitful association with him! I eagerly 

accepted his invite to visit our 

neighboring brothers to the south. 

   We rode in John's car he being privy 

to backroads 'native trails.' I have 

never been to Baldwin City let alone 

the Lodge so the trip was a new experi-

ence. Palmyra Lodge is neatly tucked 

into the town center in a proper loca-

tion.  

   We were greeted with familiar 

warmth and affectionate camaraderie. 

There was excitement in the air for 

tonight Palmyra Lodge was welcoming 

a new brother through initiation!  

   As the Officers of the Lodge prepared 

for the evening I noticed a group ap-

proaching me. It seems 

Brother Dougan convinced 

the Lodge a close inspection 

of my worthiness to sit 

among the brethren was in 

order.  

   I am relieved to report I 

passed inspection although, 

since I did not drive to Pal-

myra I neglected to carrying 

my wallet with my brand new 

dues card inside. Needless 

to say the brethren had a 

good chuckle at my over-

sight. 

   It was a great night especially the 

fellowship afterwards with the Baldwin 

City Brethren. A truly amiable bunch of 

fellows. 

   And so I close though this is surely 

not the end of the journey. This is only 

another beginning in a long tradition 

among fellows of a time honored Craft. 

   And so, the initial summit along The 

Path to Light is reached and another 

Master Mason is raised. Another man 

joins the ranks of humble travelers on 

this our eternal quest: FIAT LUX. A 

manõs journey on this road to enlight-

enment is no trivial jaunt.  

   The three degrees of the Blue Lodge, 

a rite of passage to me, is a vital 

phase of my own personal spiritual 

growth and development. Aside from 

my marriage and becoming a father to 

four wonderful children, being initi-

ated, passed, and finally raised to 

Master Mason within the Blue Lodge 

truly offers its own sublimity as one of 

the highest honors of this mortal life.     

And with the conferral of this degree 

comes a sacred oath that the journey 

has just begun! 

   The night I was ôgiven the 3rd degreeõ 

I once again accompanied Bro:. An-

drew Clancy from Acacia Lodge #9 

along our ancient road. I wish to com-

ment here on how very moving it was 

to make this journey with Bro:. Clancy. 

How honored I was to bear witness to 

the ongoing tradition between his fam-

ily and Masonry. Four generations of 

Clancys have attended our Symbolic 

Lodges.  

   His father, Donnie Clancy, delivered 

a personal charge to him that was also 

my honor to witness. I can only hope to 

one day deliver a similar charge to one 

or all three of my own sons. 

   ôProving-upõ the ômemory-workõ be-

fore the 3rd degree went as smoothly 

as with the 2nd degree. Bros:. 

McCorkill, Gelvin, and Duncan did the 

examining.  

   The first regular stated communica-

tion after my raising, sitting in a Lodge 

as a just and upright Master Mason , I 

voted on the Petition of a new Candi-

date for Initiation into the Mysteries of 

Freemasonryéand so the cycle contin-

ues unbroken. 

   I intend to devote myself fully to our 

Blue Lodge: "Ole Number Six". There 

are so many great causes to get active 

with in order to fully explore and appre-

ciate all there is within the Blue Lodge.       

Between learning the Ritual Monitorial 

work word perfect, the Kansas Ma-

sonic University I've enrolled in with 

Brother Sec:. Beasley's assistance, the 

Intender Program with Brother Shane 

Merrifield, the Lodge of Research , and 

various other Masonic activities I will 

be involved in besides my familial re-

sponsibilities my 

plate is suddenly 

very full! Already 

Masonry has in-

creased my life 

experiences in 

more positive 

ways.  

   After the March 

Lodge meeting at 

Lawrence #6, 

Brother John Dou-

gan graciously 

invited me to visit 

Palmyra Lodge in Baldwin City for their 

March Stated Communication the fol-

lowing week.  

   Brother Dougan has been another 

gracious and cordial guide through 

these august halls. He sat next to my 

wife and I on our first Friends of Ma-

sons dinner and helped usher me 

through my first steps into the Craft. 

PASSAGE COMPLETE  

A THIRD DEGREE ACCOUNTING  

By Brother Joe Sartin, Master Mason 


