
 

 

  The Scottish Rite bodies have begun a 

study club that meets every month on the 

second Wednesday at 7 p.m.  After 

considerable interest at the January 

organizational meeting, the atten-

dees decided to focus their discus-

sions on the symbolism of the de-

grees, beginning with the Entered Appren-

tice and going all the way through the 32nd 

degree.  The first degree was discussed at 
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the February meeting and the Fellowcraft 

degree at the March session.  All Scottish 

Rite masons are welcome to at-

tend and participate, but be ready 

to learn new spins on how you 

think about Masonry.  A sign-up 

sheet to lead a session is available 

on the bulletin board outside the               

office.                                          

                Jon M. Woodward 

25 & 50 Year Members Honored  
 

   Lawrence Valley Scottish Rite honored its twenty-five and fifty year members at a din-

ner on the evening of February 7th.  The Honorable Hugh W. Gill, III, 330, Deputy S.G.I.G 

for the Orient of Kansas attended from 

Wichita to present the recognition awards.  

The 25 year members were Jules D. 

Boudreaux 320, William L. Jung III 320, V. 

Parker Lessig 320, Monte R. Milstead 320, 

Phillip F. Robbins 320, Harrison K. Traul 

320, and Homer T. Welsh 320.  The 50 

year members were Ralph V. Baker 320, 

Neil G. Cordell 320, R. Stanley Ditus 320, 

Raymond E. Feist 320, and Howard G. 

Jones 320 KCCH. 
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   Since my first weeks as an Entered 

Apprentice I have been awed by the 

power of Masonry to bring out the 

best in me.  It continues to inspire me 

to understand myself and take in-

creasing control over my own fate.  

The dawning that it provides is so 

gradual as to be nearly imperceptible, 

but every year or so there is a light-

ning flash of light.  The most recent 

occasion of that occurred during the 

February stated meeting of the Law-

rence Valley, Orient of Kansas, Scot-

tish Rite. 

   It struck me 

that every one 

of the thirty 

men present 

were there 

because that 

was where he 

wanted to be.  

Masonry does 

not require 

attendance at 

m e e t i n g s .  

Indeed there 

are many fine 

men who let 

years pass without setting foot inside 

lodge, yet these paper Masons sup-

port the fraternity with their annual 

dues, contributions to our various 

charities, and a belief in our princi-

ples of being men of good character 

and builders of society.  Such men 

are vital to our continuance and en-

able us at an otherwise unattainable 

level.  But those thirty Masons with 

me on that evening of February 7, 

2007 did much more for me.  

Whether these men were old friend-

ships or men that I had just met, I 

knew that we shared a common 

ground of many mutual feelings.  They 

evidenced their support of my con-

tinuing quest to become a better per-

son.  It gave me a warm feeling to 

know that they approved of my aspira-

tions and held the same objectives as 

their own.  They cast away all doubt 

that the lodge was the place for them 

and me to be instead of the low road of 

staying home to watch a televised sport-

ing event.   

   Masonry is indeed a brotherhood.  

Emotional support, relating of experi-

ences, and advice are often exchanged 

at Masonic meetings.   The journey is 

sometimes as  important as the destina-

tion.  It is easier to withstand the invari-

able setbacks and vicissitudes of life 

when you know that some of your Broth-

ers are aware of the efforts you are mak-

ing.  They encourage you to continue to 

make long-term progress. 

   T h e 

d a w n i n g 

on me of 

the subtle 

but sub-

s t a n t i a l 

growth of 

character 

in both me 

and my 

B r o t h e r s 

d e m o n -

s t r a t e s 

that Ma-

sonic Light 

s h i n e s 

daily and enhances the lives of family 

and society. 

                                       J. Howard Duncan 

 

Prince Hall Officers 
   Western Star Lodge Number 

1, Free and Accepted Masons, 

Lawrence, Prince Hall Affilia-

tion 1865, have announced 

their elected officers for 2007.  W:. 

James O. Barnes, 320 continues to serve 

as Worshipful Master.  The Senior and 

Junior Wardens are respectively Harold 

Nelson and Larry Coleman, Jr.  The Sec-

retary is Charles Jarrett, 320.   Verner 

Newman III, 320 , a long-time officer, is 

the Treasurer.                                       JHD 
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LAWRENCE VALLEY 

SCOTTISH RITE 

   Any Master Mason in good stand-

ing may petition for Scottish Rite 

membership.  Some members refer 

to Scottish Rite as the University of 

Masonry.  It provides a continuation 

of the morality lessons and thought 

provocations of the Blue Lodge 

through costumed rituals.   

   James Eggenberger is the Secre-

tary and has petitions to provide.  

His office telephone is 1-785-843-

2333 and the address is Suite 203, 

1601 West 23rd St, Lawrence, Kan-

sas 66046.                           JHD 

DAWNING  
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deny the existence of evolution sup-

ported by scientific documentation.  

Perhaps the key to my dual belief is 

that I accept evolution as part of 

Godõs Plan.  This leaves me in dis-

agreement with two groups:  (1) the 

faithless atheists who fail to see that 

God is all around them, and (2) the 

ignorant creationists who have de-

cided for themselves that the scientific basis for evolution 

simply must conflict with Godõs Plan.   I can live with that 

disagreement as I most highly respect the individualõs right 

to personal beliefs, especially religious beliefs.        JHD 

[The foregoing is obviously a personal belief editorial.  

Please feel free to submit in writing your personal  beliefs 

which are in conflict or support with what I have pre-

sented.]   

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e  2  

   Creationism versus Evolutionism has been a topic of dis-

cussion and debate for many decades, long before the re-

cent years of vacillation by the Kansas State Board of Edu-

cation.  Albert Pike, the foremost early leader of Scottish 

Rite Freemasonry, summarized the matter in an 1887 ad-

dress to the Masonic Veterans Association: 

   òNone of us who are Masons will, I am  persuaded, admit 

that it is easier or more reasonable to believe  that the Uni-

verse had no creator, but is wholly due to the action of the 

inherent forces of self-existent matter, than it is to believe 

that it owes it being and its forces, its life and the intellect of 

part of the creatures that are of it and inhabit it, to a Su-

preme Unity of Will, Intellect, Power, and Beneficence, which 

we designate by the word ôGod.õ 

   We are not able to comprehend how any moral law or obli-

gation could possibly result from any possible combination 

of material atoms. We  utterly reject the doctrine, however it 

may be disguised and veneered that we are only animals of 

a higher species or genus, ruminant mammals, to be annihi-

lated  at death as our congeners the apes and earth-worms 

are.  We adhere to the faith of our Fathers, believing there is 

a God, who is a protecting Providence, sympathizing with the 

creatures that have their life from Him, and to Whom it is 

not folly to pray; believing also that we are not accumulating  

knowledge and gaining wisdom, and becoming better here, 

for all of it to come to nought, when we end forever as the 

grubs and beetles do. 

   We do not believe that Atheism or materialism, the deifica-

tion of the blind forces of matter, the substitution of our-

selves for God, the swinish doctrine of Epicurus [devotion to 

the pursuit of sensuous pleasure and luxury] , or any vain 

philosophies of the modern age can secure to States stabil-

ity and true prosperity.  We believe that only the degenera-

tion of society, and corruption and depravation of the moral 

sense, can result from the prevalence of such doctrines; and 

that religion is as much a necessity for Humanity now as it 

ever was.ó 

   I [Howard Duncan] after years of mulling the matter have 

concluded that I believe in both Creationism and Evolution-

ism.  I cannot deny the existence of God when reflecting 

upon the unlimited complexity of nature.  Likewise I cannot 

Creationism versus 
Evolutionism 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EATINõ 
   April 21 will see the next all-Masonic 

Biscuits and Gravy Breakfast at the Ma-

sonic Center between 8 and 11 a.m.  

Bring your friends and family.  There is 

no charge, but the Almonerõs box will be 

out for donations to charity. 

   May 2 will be the date of the Spring Reunion banquet, 

held at 6:30 p.m. at the Masonic Center to honor  new 

Scottish Rite 32nd degree Masons who have been initiated 

on April 14th               Jon M. Woodward 

Quiz Kids Bring Home Bacon 


