
 

 

  Last year as an impromptu gesture, seven 

Lawrence area Masons participated as 

Secret Santas to seven developmentally 

disabled residents served by Community 

Living Opportunities, Inc.  The satisfaction, 

both in the receivers and the givers, of the 

project led to planning to expand to 25 

residents this year. 

   C.L.O. provides residential care to several 

hundred developmentally disabled and/or 

mentally retarded adults in homes ranging 

from 1 to 8 consumers each in Douglas, 

Johnson, Neosho, and Shawnee counties.  

These are people who a generation ago 

would have been 

institutionalized in 

large groups, but 

now enjoy a greatly 

enhanced lifestyle by 

being in the commu-

nity improving their 

social skills and pur-

suing their interests.  

Many of these folks 

no longer have fam-

ily to provide them cheer and support dur-

ing the holiday season when the receipt of 

gifts is so much a part of our traditions.  

Nearly all of them have no financial sup-

port other than basic social welfare which 

leaves essentially nothing for discretionary 

spending.  Christmas Day can be rather 

bleak for them. C.L.O. uses a Secret Santa 

approach for the most needy of their cli-

ents. 

   Their care staff help them develop indi-

vidual wish lists which are usually basic 

things like bedspreads, bedsheets, wash-

able Winter coats, shampoo, washcloths, 

towels, shirts, pants, gloves, scarves, and 

sometimes music tapes.  Games such as 

Yahtzee, card deck, Life, simple cardboard 

puzzles, and Monopoly are on some lists. 

   Donors are left free to decide on a single 
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item, several  items, or the entire wish list.  

Dependent upon the choices made by the 

donors, the cost to a Secret Santa is esti-

mated to run between $25 to $70.  Last 

year my list ran to the high end, but my 

wife and I felt great satisfaction we were 

able to provide a new practical Winter 

coat and several inexpensive fun items.  

   The gifts need to be holiday wrapped 

and tagged with the individual name.  We 

can store them in the Scottish Rite office 

and  deliver them to C.L.O. after mid-

December. 

   The first step is letting us know that you 

are willing to be a Secret Santa and the 

number of list(s) you would like to fill. The 

list would then be sent to you to make 

your selection and do the shopping. 

   This procedure may be awkward for our 

out-of-state members who though moved 

by the spirit of generosity for a worthwhile 

special charity would find it difficult to 

mail the package.   We offer a special con-

venience for you in 

that you can send 

y o u r  c h e c k 

[payable to Law-

rence Scottish Rite 

and noted as C.L.O. 

donation] and we 

will shop and wrap 

for you.  You can 

still request a list 

to chose items or simply let us shop to 

make the money go as far as it will.  You 

need not be a Scottish Rite member or 

even a Mason to participate. 

   Our mailing address is Lawrence Scot-

tish Rite, Suite 203, 1601 West 23rd 

Street, Lawrence, Kansas 66046.  The 

telephone number is 1-785-843-2333 

and is usually answered by Secretary Jim 

Eggenberger.  He can receive email 

through jime@sunflower.com.              JHD 



 

 

Red Rainbow Girls 
   By Amanda Woodward 
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ney, Robert Mann, Danny Keller, 

Brandon Smyth, Mathew Savings, 

Brian Menees, Richard Sparks, 

Mike Ash, Ralph Reed, John 

Golden, Larry Collins, Tom Breyley, 

Ralph Gelvin, and Willis McCorkill.   

   It is particularly noteworthy and 

satisfying that many of the very 

good ritualists have been members 

less that three years.   Scottish Rite 

has a future !            JHD 

sons are Charles Noeland, Timmy Os-

burn, and Harlin Redding.  Appropri-

ately to the class honoree, these men 

reside in the DeSoto area. 

   It was generally agreed that the ritu-

als were well performed.  Cast mem-

bers included Mack Griffiths, Gary 

Beasley, Jon Woodward, Robert 

Redick, John Santa Cruz, Shane Merri-

field, Jim Eggenberger, Tom Day, Wal-

ter Johnson, Jerry Collie, David McKin-

   The Fall Reunion of the Scottish 

Rite Valley of Lawrence, Kansas 

was held on October 10 and 13, 

2007.  The class was named in 

remembrance o f  Char les 

Lawhead, Sr., 320, Knight Com-

mander Court of Honor,  of Desoto 

who was an outstanding ritualist 

and long-time supporter of the 

Lawrence Valley. 

   Our new 320  Scottish Rite Ma-

Scottish Rite Fall Reunion 

Monday 5 November  ñ  6 pm Advisory Board Meeting  

 7 pm Regular Meeting with Balloting 

Saturday 10 November  ñ  Grand Reception at Valley 

 Center, Kansas 

Monday 19 November  ñ  Helping at Boys and Girls 

 Club Thanksgiving Dinner 

Monday 3 December  ñ  6 pm Advisory Board Meeting 

 7 pm  Regular Meeting with Initiation 

Saturday 15 December  ñ  Service Project, Christmas 

 Party, Make cards for JDRF Volunteers 

Monday 17 December  ñ  6 pm Committee Meetings   

 7 pm Regular Meeting 

Monday 7 January  ñ  6 pm Advisory Board Meeting 

 7 pm Regular Meeting with Elections 

Sunday 13 January  ñ  12:30ñ2 pm Fundraiser Luncheon 

Monday 21 January  ñ  6 pm  Committee Meetings 

 7 pm  Regular Meeting 

January 26th-27th  ñ  Lock-In at Central UMC 

Monday 4 February  ñ  6 pm  Advisory Board Meeting 

 7 pm  Regular Meeting 

Rainbow Girls 
By Amanda Woodward 
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   After looking at the latest issue of 

Short Talk Bulletin by the Masonic Ser-

vice Association, I wish to make some 

comments about Will Rogers.  In addi-

tion to that source I used the Cardiac 

Healthcare News bulletin and the 

Internet to obtain some information 

about Will Rogers. 

   Some of this story is my recollection 

of stage events that took place in the 

late nineteen twenties and early thir-

ties when I lived in Denver, Colorado.  

In those days vaudeville shows were 

traveling around the country perform-

ing in the theaters.  Usually the shows 

were booked for several days and then 

the troupe would move on to another 

city.  They usually made three perform-

ances a day, one matinee and two 

during the evening.  Some of the acts 

came during intermission between 

moving picture shows.  The theater 

tickets cost ranged across 10, l5, 25, 

and 50 cents.  Matinee shows were 

always less expensive than evening 

shows.  Weekend shows cost a little 

more than weekday performances.  

When a neighborhood theater raffled 

off a model A Ford automobile was the 

only time I remember having to stand 

in line to enter the theater.   

   If my memory is correct Will Rogers 

was one of the performers who came 

to  Denver during the late Twenties or 

early Thirties.  His running commentary 

was made while he did several tricks 

with his rope and was very entertain-

 over the world, he mingled with Kings, 

ambassadors, and most of all with the 

common folk.  Having become ac-

quainted with General Billy Mitchell his 

appetite for flying was wetted.  Eventu-

ally, aviation was the cause of his 

death.  He and his friend Wiley Post 

flew to Alaska.  During the flight an 

engine failure caused the plane to 

crash near Point Barrow, Alaska.  Both 

Will Rogers and Wiley Post died in-

stantly on August 16, 1935.  Will 

Rogers was 55 years old. 

   The MSA Short Talk Bulletin had this 

to say about him:  òHis untimely death 

made the country and the world 

acutely aware of the type of a man he 

really was.  He had become one of the 

most popular and beloved men in the 

country. He was a natural born actor, 

philosopher and humanitarian.  He 

pulled himself up by his own boot-

straps to become a famous vaudeville 

and movie actor, newspaper columnist 

and radio announcer.  He ultimately 

became one  of the wealthiest men in 

his field and more than willing to share 

it with those less fortunate.  He was a 

natural follower of the tenets of Ma-

sonry and had no use for intolerance 

in race, religion, or social standingó. 

   Illustrious Brother Will Rogers re-

ceived his Masonic Masterõs degree in 

Claremore, Oklahoma in 1906.  In No-

vember 1914 he joined the Scottish 

Rite Orders and Akdar Shrine Temple 

in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

 

  WILL ROGERS     National Idol and Mason  
By John A. Golden 

ing.  Some of his quotations were 

taken from the health bulletin: 

  I never met a man I did not like. 

 Being young is beautiful, but being old                 

is comfortable. 

  If you find yourself in a hole, stop 

digging. 

  Good judgment comes from experi-

ence, and a lot of that comes from bad 

judgment. 

  Eventually you will reach a point 

when you stop lying about your age 

and start bragging about it. 

  When you are dissatisfied and would 

like to go back to youth, think of Alge-

bra. 

  I donõt know how I got over the hill 

without getting to the top. 

  Some people try to turn back their 

odometers; Not me, I want people to 

know òwhyó I look this way. 

  Iõve traveled a long way and some of 

the roads werenõt paved. 

   Will Rogers traveled extensively all 
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   Our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Jimmie Grassi Sr., and 

a large contingency of his Grand Officers joined us in Law-

rence on the evening of October 22nd.  The occasion was 

awarding of 50-year and 60-year service pins honoring four 

members of Lawrence Lodge No. 6:  John Paul Peters, Lowry 

[Andy] Anderson, John A. Golden, and James Merrill Jackson. 

   The four honored Brothers are in the front row of the 

above picture.  Brother Jackson and his wife are on the left 

side.   Next are Brother Peters and wife.  The distinguished 

looking man in the light colored suit is Bro:. Andy Anderson.  

The couple on the right is Bro: Golden and wife Jane.  The 

Most Worshipful Jimmie Grassi is in the top row on the left-

hand side. 

   The service awards 

ceremony was particularly 

satisfying to many of us in 

attendance as two of the 

Brothers honored are 

regular attendees and 

stalwart workers in sev-

eral of the Lawrence Masonic organi-

zations.  John Golden is pictured 

above  with the M:.W:. Grand Master.  

To the right M:.W:. Jimmie Grassi is 

congratulating Andy Anderson. 

   A nice crowd turned out to enjoy a 

good meal and a happy social occa-

sion. We are very appreciative that 

eight Grand Lodge Officers were in attendance.  One couple 

travelled from Manter, Kansas. [Check your map]            JHD 

A Visiting Member  
THE WELCOME MAT IS OUT FOR YOU TOO 

 

   David Seamans of Pullman, Washington visited our center 

on September 20th and 21st. David is a 50 year member of 

Lawrence Lodge # 6, Scottish Rite and York Rite here in Law-

rence, Kansas. David is a retired professor of engineering at 

Washington State University. I enjoyed Davidõs visit and wel-

come any of our  out of town members to stop in and have a 

cup of coffee and share some stories. 

 Jim Eggenberger, Scottish Rite Exc. Secretary 

PIN CEREMONY 

Why Pay Dues ? 
   By John A. Golden, Secretary Lawrence Lodge No. 6 

 

   Why pay dues?  It is a very good question which has many 

answers. 

   Members of civic clubs pay dues to provide funds to con-

tinue operation of the club, whereby the members have a facil-

ity to hold their meetings, have entertainment, and support 

charity programs.  A place to meet and promote fellowship, 

where sometimes a meal is served during the meeting.  Many 

civic clubs are the place where owners of businesses inter-

change ideas, and support each other in making the commu-

nity a better place to work and live.  Many civic club members 

pay several hundred dollars a year to maintain membership.  

When dues are not paid on time active membership usually 

expires.  Attendance at the meeting is many time a require-

ment.  With some groups a constantly absent member is con-

tacted to determine the reason for non-attendance. 

   The Masonic blue lodge system 

operates by a similar format.  We 

need membership to pay dues in 

order for the Lodge to provide a 

place to hold our meetings and or-

ganize the services the Brothers 

require.  In Lawrence we are fortu-

nate to have a very nice place for a 

meal and to enjoy fellowship with 

each other. 

   Our dues structure in any of our Lawrence Masonic organiza-

tions is less than one hundred dollars a year.  We hope that all 

Masons find this reasonable and continue their appreciated 

support.  Prompt payment is always desirable, preferably 10 to 

15 days after receiving the dues notice. 


