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SCOTTISH RITE HONORS  
By Jon Woodward, 33 0 ,  SGIG Personal Representative  

   Every odd-numbered year sees the conferral of Scottish Rite honors to those breth-

ren who have distinguished themselves in service to the Scottish Rite, to Masonry, 

and to their communities.  The honors are conferred by the Supreme Council of the 

Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, during its biennial meeting in Washington D.C., 

upon nominations by the Sovereign Grand Inspector General for the jurisdiction within 

which the honored brother is a member.  Honorees for 2009 have just been an-

nounced at the Supreme Council Session in October. 

The Knight Commander Court of Honor (K.C.C.H.) honor is conferred on a small per-

centage of 32nd degree Masons who have become leaders of their Valleys, their grand 

jurisdictions, or their communities.  Within the Lawrence Valley, two brethren have 

usually been honored during each cycle, but there is no assurance that any brethren 

will be so honored.  To become eligible for the honor, a brother must have been a 

member of Scottish Rite for four years prior to receiving his honors. 

   The Inspector General Honorary (33rd ) degree is conferred on approximately 1-2% of 

all men who join the Scottish Rite.  To become eligible for election to the degree, the 

brother must have been a K.C.C.H. Scottish Rite mason for four years, and must have 

served with distinction in Masonry and/or his community.  Lawrence has traditionally 

received not more than one 33rd degree honor during each biennial session of the 

Supreme Council. 

   Honors nominations are made to the Supreme Council at the discretion of the 

S.G.I.G. for the jurisdiction, upon the recommendation of honors men within the Valley 

who have already been so honored.  The Supreme Council voted on October 2, to con-

fer honors on five members of the Lawrence Valley.   Honors will be conferred to Kan-

sas honorees in Wichita on November 21st this year.  All past honorees are urged to 

attend to honor the newest members as they are elevated.  The K.C.C.H. ceremony is 

open to the public, while the 33rd degree ceremony is open only to 33rd degree mem-

bers and newly elected candidates. 

   Members being honored as Knights Commander Court of Honor (32nd degree KCCH)  

this year are Mike Ash, Walt Johnson and Bob Mann.  All three members are from De-

soto Lodge and have been very actively involved in the growth of the Valley in recent 

years.  They have sponsored numerous new members, taken active roles in the ritual-

istic degree work, and are all serving in the lines of the various Scottish Rite bodies. 

(Continued on page 8) 



 

 

   If you belong to several Masonic organizations, as many of 

us do, you know that each has at least one worthwhile char-

ity.  As a Mason, you will never run out of an opportunity to 

donate to an excellent cause.  What I have to suggest to you 

may not be any better than the several charities you now 

support, but it does have a uniqueness and a personal di-

rectness which may just appeal to you.  You can be a Secret 

Santa to a Community Living Opportunity client living in Law-

rence.  These clients are totally indigent, relying upon gov-

ernment support programs to contract with C.L.O. for their 

full-time residential care.  All of them are disabled and many 

of them are former patients at the phased-out state hospi-

tals for the developmentally disabled. 

   This is the third year that the Lawrence Valley Scottish 

Rite, joined by area Masons from other organizations, is 

playing the role of Secret Santa for 25 of them.  The majority 

of these C.L.O. people no longer have contact with living 

relatives to allow enjoyment in the Christmas tradition of 

receiving gifts.  Their Christmas wants are strikingly simple 

and their joy on receiving the presents is immense.  Some 

example requests from last year were: 

Charles ñ early 40õs ñ- A variety of coloring books [he loves 

to color].  A football. 

Christal  ñ  mid 50õs  ñ  Comfortable walking shoes.  Ladies 

size 7 medium width.  Prefers mostly white or light colored, 

lace closure or Velcro closure are equally fine.  A variety of 

fingernail polish.  Prefers more traditional light and medium 

shades of pink, both matte and frost.  

Danny  ñ  mid 40õs  ñ  Bedding for twin-size bed [comforter 

or bedspread, sheets, pillow case, & bed skirt.  Any Mascu-

line color/pattern is fine.  Elmo doll/toy.  Danny collects this 

Sesame Street character. 

Clarence  ñ  late 40õs  ñ  Winter coat that is not bulky or 

puffy; menõs size XL; prefers solid, neutral color, machine 

washable/dryable please.   Bedding for twin-size bed  
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Why Is There a G Within Our 

Square and Compasses ?  

Secret Santa 
[comforter or bedspread, sheets, pillow case, bed skirt].  Likes 

blue, brown, or red. 

   As a Secret Santa, you chose a list to use.  Add to the list if 

the spirit moves you, or cut it down to fit your target.  These 

packages are going to people who have next to nothing.  Typi-

cally, the costs range from $20 to $75.  You wrap the presents 

and need to have them into the Scottish Rite office by Mon-

day, December 21st.  If wrapping is an awkward chore for you, 

I will do the wrapping for you.  If shopping is difficult for you, I 

offer to do that also but would like to have several days before 

the 21st to get that done.  This is convenient enough that you 

can even live out of state and be one of our Secret Santas.  

Send your check to the Lawrence Scottish Rite Office, Suite 

203, 1601 West 23rd Street, Lawrence, Kansas 66046 with 

the memo notation Secret Santa.  If you do not get to a meet-

ing to see a master list of Christmas desires, contact me at 

howbeaux@sbcglobal.net or 1-785-887-6477 so that I can tell 

you what is being requested this year.   

   This is a personal project which brings joy to both the giver 

and the receiver.  Merry Christmas.                   Howard Duncan  

   The most universally recognized symbol in North American 

Masonry is the square and compasses with the letter G in the 

center.  This represents the Symbolic or Blue Lodge which in-

corporates the first three degrees: Entered Apprentice, Fellow-

craft, and Master Mason.   In Europe, these blue lodges are 

known as Craft Lodges.   

   The letter G has existed within the blue  lodge logo since at 

least 1730.  It stands for both geome-

try and God.  Geometry was exalted 

within the stonemasonsõ or operative 

lodges since it was imperatively critical 

to their skilled work.  Operative or 

speculative Masons, which we are to-

day, believe that God is central to our 

existence. 

   The square has the tradition of representing an innermost 

secret of operative stonemasons:  how to make and test a 

perfect right angle.  The compasses allowed an operative 

stonemason to draw a perfect circle around a given point.  

They remind speculative Masons to circumscribe their desires 

and keep their passions within due bounds.  In other words, a 

reminder of self-restraint.              J.H.D. 



 

 

Fidelity Shrine No. 11 
Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem 

By Mary Smith 
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   Why should I join the Bodies of the York-Rite and become a 

member? If you are in a quest for knowledge and understand-

ing beyond the everyday activities of lifeõs journey you need to 

examine the Masonic Bodies of the York-Rite. The Three Major 

Bodies are divided into the Chapter, Council and Com-

mandery. In the Chapter you follow the Blue lodge Degrees 

before and after the ritual of the third Degree. You advance 

thru lessons and knowledge to the heightened accomplish-

ment of a Royal Arch Mason. In the Council Degrees you ex-

perience more knowledge of the building and destruction of 

the Temple and Learn about the Secret work going on before 

the Third Degree. You obtain the Title of Most Excellent Mas-

ter. When you received your first three degrees and became a 

Master Mason many veils were lifted and you received light 

and knowledge but also many other Veils were placed before 

you and although you may not know it, your first three degrees 

are York-Rite Degrees. In the Chivalric Degrees or Com-

mandery  you study truth, and become a Companion of the 

Illustrious Order of the Red Cross, In the Order of Malta you 

learn about the Knights of the Ancient Temple and the Knights 

Hospitalair, their union on  the Ancient Island of Malta and you 

are first delving into Christian beliefs in Masonry . You are 

Knighted and become a Knight of Malta. The Order of the 

Temple is a totally Christian Degree and has been said by 

thousands or maybe millions to be one of the most beautiful 

degrees in Masonry. On completion of this Degree you become 

a Knights Templar, but your Masonic journey has only begun. 

The York-Rite has many appendant organizations for both you 

and your Lady.  To name a few we have The Red Cross of Con-

stantine, the York-Rite College, the Allied Masonic Degrees. 

the Society of Rosicrucianõs, and the Knight Masons or the 

Red and Green Degrees of Ireland. Even your children can be 

involved. Jobs Daughters for young Ladies requires Masonic 

affiliation, DeMolay a young menõs organization follows the 

Life and teachings of the last Grand Master of the Templars. 

And the order of the Rainbow for Girls is an organization 

founded after the teachings of the Eastern Star another ladyõs 

organization of Masonry.   

 As you can see your Masonic adventure and study has 

only begun.  Your journey thru Masonry can be a life time com-

mitment and experience. Only you can choose your path and 

only you can determine your future. We the Brothers of the 

York-Rite both invite and challenge you to become one of us. 

Every Christian Mason should be a Knight Templar. 

The York-Rite of Free Masonry 
By E. M. Griffiths 

FRIENDS OF MASONS NIGHT  
 

   Lawrence Lodge No. Six and Acacia Lodge 

No. Nine will host an annual Friends of Ma-

sons night on Thursday, October 15th.  Din-

ner is at 6:30 p.m. followed by a presenta-

tion at 7:00 p.m. introducing and explaining 

Masonry.  Bring your interested friend.  

   The Worthy High Priestess and Watchman of Shepherds 

had a cattle drive to round up all Fidelity officers & mem-

bers, especially those doggies who have for one reason or 

another not been coming to the meetings.   The special 

Western Night program was held on September 18.  Many 

turned out in western clothing for a fun night.  Twenty-five 

year members were honored that night. 

   There was good attendance at the annual picnic in August.  

Besides the sumptuous feast of varied foods the WHP & 

WOS got everyone involved in playing some interesting 

games.  Arenõt you sorry you missed it? 

    The stated meeting on October 16 will be spooky whether 

you are in costume or donõt choose to be seasonably 

dressed in Fall colors.   Sojourner Betty Dougan will conduct 

her last meeting of the year as president of the Kansas 

State White Shrine Club on October 18 at Ottawa Shrine.  

Following the meeting will be installation of officers for the 

ensuing year. 

   Practice was held the afternoon of Sept. 3 and apprehen-

sion was in the air due to the official visit of the Supreme 

Worthy High Priestess scheduled for October 28.  Fidelity, 

Ottawa & Trinity Shrines will combine officers during the 

event at Trinity Shrine in Topeka. 

 

F ind time to attend meetings. 

I  deal fellowship opportunity. 

D aily count your blessings. 

E njoy life. 

L aughter is good for you. 

I  naction makes you old. 

T ry to increase membership. 

Y ou are a valuable member. 
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   There are two paperback books available in nearly every  

new book store which are great references about Masonry, its 

history and the myriad of related organizations which have 

sprung from it.  Both are written by Masons and are in the 

genre of the how-to-do and condensed reference books which 

have become popular during the last decade.  The Complete 

Idiotõs Guide to Freemasonry by S. Brent Morris was published 

in 2006 by  Alpha Books and carries Library of Congress Cata-

log Card Number 2005937486.  Freemasons for Dummies by 

Christopher Hodapp was published in 2005 by Wiley Publish-

ing and caries Library of Congress Control Number 

2005927622.  These reference books provide quick and suc-

cinct  answers to many questions you might have.  They are 

very similar in content.  Unless you plan to author Masonic 

articles, you probably donõt need both. 

   A good example of Hodappõs style  is given by a side note he 

made on President Harry Truman:  òPresident Harry Truman 

was a Mason and a Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 

Missouri before becoming president.   While passing through 

Indiana on the campaign trail, a Navy corpsman who had 

served as the presidentõs massage therapist told Truman he 

was to receive his Master Mason degree [that night] in Beech 

Grove Lodge #694, on the outskirts of Indianapolis.  After his 

campaign stop, the president ditched the press corps, hopped 

off the train, and took a private car to the lodge, with two Se-

cret Service men in tow.   The Secret Service tried to insist on 

going into the lodge room with him, but the nervous Tyler 

would not let them pass.  Truman assured them that he was 

far safer in the lodge room that he was on his campaign train.  

After a search of the Masons in attendance and the lodge 

room itself, Truman went on in to be present at the raising of 

his Masonic Brother.  Truman insisted that night on being in-

troduced not as President of the United States, but as the Past 

Grand Master of Missouri.ó  

   Brent Morris discusses the myth that Rolling Rock beer has 

a connection with Masonry due to the slogan on the beer la-

bels.  õRolling Rock.  From the glass lined tanks of Old Latrobe we 

tender this premium beer for your enjoyment, as a tribute to your good 

taste.  It comes from the mountain springs to you.  33õ   The urban 

myth basis is of course that 330 Masons have something to do 

with Rolling Rock Beer.  The truth is that when various slogans 

were being considered, someone wrote the ò33ó notation for 

the number of words.  That copy was sent to the printer who 

thought that it was part of the slogan.  Once the first printing 

was released, it was allowed to stand as a mystique for Rolling 

Rock.                J. H. D. 

Scheduled Events 
OCTOBER 15  ñ-  Thursday  ñ-  Friends of Masons Night.  

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. with a 7:30 p.m. introductory presenta-

tion on Masonry.  Designed to explain to your good friend 

what Masonry is about.  This open meeting may also be of 

interest  to your wife and family who wonder what goes on 

in lodge.  It will be at the Lawrence Masonic Center. 

 

OCTOBER 25  ñ-  Sunday  ñ-  District 4 recognition for 25 

and 50 year members.  Presentations by the Grand Master 

at 3:00 p.m. with dinner following.  This is an open meeting 

with wives and friends particularly encouraged to attend.  

Held at the Lawrence Masonic Center. 

 

OCTOBER 31  ñ-  Saturday  ñ-  District 4 School of Instruc-

tion for Blue Lodges.  Registration is a 8:00 a.m. with cof-

fee and donuts.  The school starts at 9:00 a.m.  It includes 

lunch and will end in mid-afternoon.  Closed meeting at the 

Lawrence Masonic Center. 

 

NOVEMBER 7  ñ-  Saturday  ñ-  Cancer Screening Clinic 

sponsored by Acacia Lodge #9 and Lawrence Lodge #6.  It 

is open to the general public without charge.  The staff will 

be doctors and nurses from the University of Kansas Medi-

cal Center.  Screenings start at 9:00 a.m. and continue un-

til noon or when everyone has been seen.  Masonic Center. 

 

NOVEMBER 11 AND 14  ñ-  Wednesday and Saturday  ñ-  

Scottish Rite Reunion and Initiation Class.  Wednesday eve-

ning activities start at 7 p.m.  Saturday activities run from 

8:30 a.m. until mid-afternoon.  Closed meeting for Scottish 

Rite members only.  Lawrence Masonic Center. 

 

NOVEMBER 24  ñ-  Tuesday  ñ-  The annual Boys and Girls 

Club traditional Thanksgiving Dinner put on by Lawrence 

area Masons and some of their good friends.  Meal service 

starts at 5:00 p.m., but the cooks and set-up people work 

in the morning and afternoon on it.  This is held in the large 

hall at the Douglas County Fairgrounds.            Gary Beasley 

     Although our great fraternity is predominately 

composed of men of the Jewish and Christian relig-

ions, the future of the Craft lies in its ability to 

touch the hearts of all good men.                320 Ritual 

Some Good Masonic References 
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NUMBER SIX NEWS  
By John Golden 

 

   Wealth is an appurtenance of life, and no dead man is rich.  

Wherefore by charity let the fruition of things bless the posses-

sion of them, and think it more satisfaction to live richly than to 

die rich.  Narrow not the law of charity, equity and mercy.  Live 

by old ethics and the classical rules of honesty. 

   When thou searchest for the imperfections of others, look also 

for what is laudable in them. 

   The chief Masonic virtues are charity, modesty, humility, pa-

tience and veracity; and he who knows himself possessed of 

these, is fitted to engage in the great work of reforming the 

world.  

 

Albert Pike in Magnum Opus or òGreat Workó, his 1857 and 

first version of the esoteric work and lectures of the Scottish Rite 

rituals. 

teers to help with the dinner which will be served at the Doug-

las County Fair Grounds, Building 21.  The meal will consist of 

roast turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, dressing, buttered 

rolls, dessert and drink.  The detailed schedule and work as-

signments have not yet been determined. Several communica-

tions will be forthcom-

ing, either by auto-

matic phone an-

nouncement or e-mail. 

We are looking for a 

good turnout of mem-

bers and others to 

make this a gala occa-

sion. The Boys and 

Girls Club members 

and staff really look forward to the Thanksgiving dinner to 

have good time and an enjoyable get together 

   We are now using automated phone announcement.  We 

have not received any comments about the message recently 

sent out announcing the Stated Communication of September, 

14 th. We hope this method of communication will benefit our 

members, and it will enhance our coverage, as many members 

do not have e-mail. 

   Several out of town Scottish Rite members have helped 

the Lawrence members to remove some of the internal 

structure of the building recently purchased by the Scottish 

Rite located at 1301 E. 25th Street.  During the week of 

September1 a contract was signed with Brookmont Con-

struction.  The construction schedule is ninety days to be 

completed on or about December 1st. 

   Lawrence Lodge No. 6 is in favor of supporting this new 

Masonic Center project with manpower and financial assis-

tance. The Lodge could assist by purchasing some desig-

nated items from a list of items furnished by Scottish Rite 

Construction Committee.   Illustrious Brother George Mole 

always said, òfunds should be available for a rainy dayó. 

Many of Lawrence Lodge No. 6 members are of the opinion 

the rainy day has arrived. The Lodge has a substantial 

amount of money to support this project, and still have an 

adequate bank balance to pay for some unforeseen emer-

gency.  It is the right thing to do: the Lodge Members should 

approve donating money to buy appurtenances to enhance 

the interior or exterior of the lodge building. This Masonic 

Center should be our Masonic Home for many years and our 

support should be forthcoming. 

 Lawrence Lodge No. 6 Major Events  

   Saturday morning, November SEVENTH, is a very impor-

tant date to remember. Lawrence No. 6 and Acacia No.9: 

are co-hosting a Free Cancer Examination Clinic.  This free 

clinic will be held at the Lawrence Masonic Center at 1601 

W.23 Street, Suite 203.  Doctors and Nurses from the Kan-

sas University Medical Center Cancer Department will per-

form the examinations.   They will examine for breast can-

cer, prostate gland, and bone density scan.  The examina-

tion will start promptly 9:00 A.M. and will continue until all 

clients are served.  The Clinic will not retain any records of 

the results of the examinations. All records will be given to 

the clients for their personnel use. The Clinic is open to all 

men and women 18 years and above.  Refreshments will be 

served throughout the morning. 

   The Lawrence Masonic family is the hosting a Thanksgiv-

ing Dinner for the Boys and Girls Club on Tuesday, Novem-

ber, Twenty- Fourth.  Prince Hall Masons and Lawrence Ser-

toma Club will be asked to assist in preparing and serving 

the dinner. The Chairman and Co-Chairman are Gary 

Beasley and Tom Wilkerson.  They will be asking for volun-



 

 

Christmas Party 
   The Scottish Rite Masons will be 

hosting a Christmas party for about 40 

to 50 Community Living Opportunities 

residents at 6 p.m. Wednesday De-

cember 9th at the Lawrence Masonic 

Center, 1601 West 23rd Street.  All 

Masons with their families and friends 

are invited to attend.  The traditional 

activities will  include: visiting with 

Santa Claus, enjoying punch and cook-

ies, and singing seasonal songs.  Small 

gifts, provided by the Scottish Rite, will  

be given to the community living resi-

dents.  These gifts will be trinkets and 

tokens ñ- not the gifts from the Secret 

Santa project which will be given on or 

near Christmas Day in their homes. 

   This is a good opportunity for you to 

meet these people and have a good 

time yourself.  As we get older we need 

to refresh our memories as to how 

some very small things can bring sheer 

joy.             

   The coordinator of this party is Illus-

trious Companion Danny Keller.  If you 

would like to help or have suggestions 

please contact Danny at 842-4297. 

                    J.H.D. 

P a g e  6  T h e  S c o t N e w s  

   From time immemorial in the society 

of the Rose and Cross, the four An-

cient Elements, Earth, Air, Fire and 

Water have been predominate influ-

ences of thought, knowledge, wisdom 

and study. These four Ancient Ele-

ments have been deemed critical to 

lifeõs existence and are used in the 

ritualistic work of the College. Although 

all of these elements are critical and 

connected, none is more crucial or 

connected to us than the element of 

water. Ninety eight percent of our bod-

ies are water. H2O or more commonly 

named water is essential and neces-

sary for the existence of all life. No 

known life whether plant, animal, or 

even microbial can be formed without 

water. Even in todayõs world of plane-

tary exploration, and a search for life 

beyond earth, the first prerequisite is 

to find water. In its natural state it is 

liquid but with the absence of heat or 

òfireó it becomes a solid of ice or snow. 

Composed of two parts hydrogen and 

one part Oxygen the element of water 

is necessary for even the òAiró we 

breathe. All life as we know it must 

have water to form or survive. As earth 

provides the habitant for life water 

provides the nesting grounds of exis-

tence. 

   We clean our homes, clothing, prop-

erty and bodies with it and thru lustra-

tion we cleanse our souls. We baptize 

our babies and fellow Christians with it 

and at sea we bury our dead in it. It is 

in all our foods and quenches our 

thirst. Nothing living on earth or be-

yond in the universe can exist without 

water. Surely God in his infinite wis-

dom has given us bounty beyond our 

imagination and water as the gift of 

life.  

The Ancient Elements of Alchemy 
 By E. M. Griffiths 

Scottish Rite Reunion 
   The Fall 2009 Lawrence Valley Scottish Rite Reunion will be held November 11 

and 14.  Degree work will be done in closed meetings starting at 7 p.m. on 

Wednesday and 9 a.m. on Saturday.  It will conclude with the 32nd degree ritual 

in mid-afternoon Saturday.  A free lunch, no reservations required,  will be served 

Saturday. 

   The Class will be named in honor of Ervel F. 

Cleaver, 330 who passed away on September 11, 

2009 at the noteworthy age of 89 years.  Illustrious 

Companion Ervel was a very active member of more 

than a dozen Masonic bodies in Lawrence, Tonga-

noxie, Kansas City, Ottawa, and Topeka.  In nearly all 

of them, he usually included service as the principal 

local officer.  He was the Secretary of the Lawrence 

Valley Scottish Rite for a number of years.  His wife 

Grace Gillespie Cleaver, who has also been active in 

many Masonic organizations, survives  They cele-

brated their 70th wedding anniversary last August.         Grace & Ervel  ð-  1940 

Changes in the Wind  
 

   There are changes in the wind re-

garding Masonry in Lawrence during 

the first quarter of 2010.  The lease on 

the present Lawrence Masonic Center 

is expiring.  The new building is being 

remodeled, but there is no firm dead-

line on completion of the work.   

   The telephone number of the Law-

rence Scottish Rite is to remain 1-785-

843-2333.  Sec. Jim Eggenbergerõs e-

mail is jime@sunflower.com.  My e-mail 

is howbeaux@sbcglobal.net.  The new 

address is 1301 East 25th Street, but I 

donõt now know when we begin using 

it.            Howard Duncan 



 

 

The Secrets Of Masonry  
By J. Howard Duncan   

   Much has been written, said, and wondered about the se-

crets of Masonry.  We petitioned to receive such mysteries.  

We vowed to never reveal what we learned, otherwise wishing 

upon ourselves horrible disfigurements and death.  Thus, it is 

highly ironic that in actuality there are no ritualistic secrets of 

Masonry.  The public libraries and internet contain all such 

secrets.   If there is a mystery about such information it is that 

the same sources also contain a certain amount of untruths 

mixed among the facts.  The non-Mason is left with some won-

derment as to what to believe.  And there are some people 

who want to believe the worst, even if it means searching for 

the extremes and defying their own logic.  

   Manuscript exposures [expose´s] and study guides on Ma-

sonic ritual about which we now know date back to 1696, 

prior to Masonry going public with the formation of the Grand 

Lodge of London in 1717.  The  general avail-

ability of the printing press at about the same 

time led to  dozens of such pamphlets through-

out the 18th century.  It should be noted that 

many of these documents were not exposures, 

but were intended to remain as secret study 

guides to assist Masons.   But there were also 

many which were exposures written both to dis-

credit Masonry as well as to extract a book-

sellerõs profit from the curious public.   

   Perhaps the most notoriously known exposure 

is that written by William Morgan and prepared for printing by 

David Miller in 1826 in  Batavia, upstate New York.  Presuma-

bly to prevent such publication, Morgan was kidnapped and 

probably murdered.  There was much involvement by many 

Masons in the turmoil preceding the kidnapping.   In the public 

mind, it was concluded that Masons had murdered William 

Morgan whose body was never found.  This Morgan Affair cre-

ated a period of strong anti-Masonry in the United States 

which lasted until about 1842.  Many Masons renounced the 

fraternity.  About forty of these disenchanted  Masons  partici-

pated in the Anti-Masonic Convention of Genesee  County New 

York and collectively provided the material for the major 

Masonic exposure entitled Light on Masonry written by 

David Bernard in 1829.    It must have been very agonizing 

for these men to dishonor their vows by disclosing the se-

crets of Masonry.   Their compelling motivations must have 

been a firm belief that Masons were implicit in the murder 

of William Morgan and that by exposing the rituals they 

would remove any reason for a similar future happening. 

   If the rituals of Masonry are no longer secret, why do mod-

ern Masons still respect their vows to not reveal the rituals?  

The answer is extremely elementary ññ honor and integrity,    

If a man cannot keep a promise willingly made and easy to 

perform, what is his worth of character!!!  The modern Ma-

son will not reveal the secrets of Masonry to a profane per-

son even though these secrets lay hidden in plain sight. The 

penalties of the obligations have long been 

considered to be symbolic rather than real.  

They are simply a part of the colorful lore of 

the fraternity passed down over centuries.  

The actual penalty is a loss of honor.  Though 

it is intangible, honor is one of a personõs 

greatest assets.   It affects relationships on 

all levels and can make or break the person.   

   What then is the reason Masons make all 

this fuss about secrecy and vows?  The an-

swer is that it has proven over centuries to 

be an effective means of bonding and character building.  

The Masonic system of developing character and improving 

the man has a foundation of trust.  Instructions in ritual cre-

ate a bond between the instructor and the seeker.  Acquisi-

tion and performance of ritual give a man skill and confi-

dence which can be applied to many situations outside the 

lodge room.   A better man results who is more inclined and 

more able to be a good family man, a good friend, and a 

good citizen. 

   The secrets of Masonry are clearly transparent and clearly 

benevolent.    
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     The true Mason is neither intoxicated by success nor depressed by defeat.                    Current 320 Ritual 

     Freemasonryôs principle of universality joins men of all races and creeds in the bonds of brotherhood. 

   Members to be coroneted as Inspector General Honorary 

(33rd degree) from the Lawrence Valley are Gerald Collie 

and Howard G. (Casey) Jones.  Brother Collie has actively 

led the special projects committee of the Valley for several 

years, coordinating Kids Voting, Salvation Army bell ringing, 

and is the noted chef for the annual Valley Steak Bar-b-que 

every summer.  Brother Jones has served as the Valleyõs 

general secretary, and the banquet and dinner chairman, 

and is participating in the oversight of the construction of 

the new building.  Both brothers have been 32nd KCCH 

members for more than eight years and have been leaders 

in the ritualistic work of the Lodge of Perfection. 

Let every member of the Valley and the other Masonic or-

ganizations within the area take note and congratulate 

these honorable brothers for their elevation. 

Howard  
Jones  

Gerald  
Collie  

NEW 33 0 MASONS 


